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EDITORIALS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


The Next Meeting of the Association will be held at Ber- 
mondsey, on March 13th, where an unusually interesting pro- 
gramme has been arranged. The details are as follows :— 


2.45 p.m.—Assemble at the entrance to Peek Frean’s Biscuit 
Factory, Keetons Road, Bermondsey, for a tour of the 
works, lasting until about 5 p.m. (Buses Nos. 4 and 47 
and trams 68 and 70 pass the top of Keetons Road). 


5-5.30 p.m.—Proceed to Bermondsey Central Library, which 
will be open for inspection. The whole library system 
has recently undergone complete re-organisation, and 
members will find much of great interest and value. 


6.30 p.m.—Ljight refreshments, by kind invitation of Mr. J. 
D. Stewart, F.L.A., Borough Librarian. 


7 p.m.—Meeting of the Junior Section, when Mr. H. K. G. 
Bearman will read a paper on “ Book Selection in the 
Public Library.” 

7.30 p.m.—General meeting, when Mr. J. V. Summerfield, 
Richmond, will read a paper on “ The English Novel— 
to-day and yesterday.” The chair will be taken by Mr. 
J. D. Stewart. 

The Central Library adjoins Bermondsey Town Hall, in 
Spa Road, Buses Nos. 1 and 78 pass Spa Road, and Buses Nos. 
4, 42, and 47 or Trams 68 and 70 all pass within a short walk- 
ing distance. ; 
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The April Meeting will be held at Wimbledon, on April 
10th. Full details will be published in the next number of the 
journal, but meanwhile we wish to remind members that this 
is the meeting at which a Divisional member will come to read 
a paper at the special invitation and as the guest of the Council. 
For the first of what should be a most interesting and unusual 
series of papers, the North-Eastern Division was asked to 
nominate a speaker. Their choice is Miss D. I. Ashurst, 
Victoria Branch Library, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, whose subject 
is “ Present-Day Mentality as reflected in Public Reading.” 


Yorkshire Division. Will Yorkshire members reserve 
March 20th. On this date the Inaugural Meeting will be held 
at the West Riding County Library Headquarters, Wakefield. 


The Next Meeting of the Council will be held at the 

— Library for the Blind, on Wednesday, March 6th, at 
p.m. 

The Press and Publications Committee has recently gone 
thoroughly into the question of the distribution of the 
“Library Assistant,” which, from complaints received by the 
Honorary Editor, has been far from satisfactory. A new 
Assistant Editor has therefore been appointed, and it is hoped 
that members will now receive their copies regularly. All 
complaints should be made directly to the Hon. Editor, who 
will see that errors are rectified. The task of distribution is 
admittedly irksome, but the Association has been well served 
by its voluntary helpers in the past, and we have no doubt 
that the new system of distribution will give greater satis- 
faction. 


The Joint Meeting of the L.A. (London and Home Counties 
Branch) and the A.A.L., took place at Battersea on Wednesday, 
13th February. The unusually cold weather presumably kept 
most of the Chief Librarians away (there were barely half 
a dozen present) but the audience numbered about eighty 
altogether. The subjects were the proposed “ Union Catalogue 
of the London Libraries,” and “ Bookbinding Leathers,” read 
by the Honorary Editor and Mr. John Warner respectively. 
Both excited good discussions. Mr. Warner’s paper dealt 
with a most important subject, which has hitherto received 
scant attention by librarians, and it is to be hoped that publi- 
cation in the “ Library Association Record ” or elsewhere, will 
lead to general interest in the subject. All agreed that he 
dealt with the question admirably. The Honorary Editor’s 
paper dealt with the need of a Union Catalogue, with a method 
of compiling it, and with its use and maintenance when formed. 
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Miss Gilbert (Chiswick), Miss Rees (Fulham), and Messrs. 
Walker (Hendon), Hilton Smith (Croydon), Sandry (West 
Ham), Hewitt (Middle Temple), Vale (Bethnal Green), took 
part in the discussions. The President, Mr. A. Webb (Brighton) 
was in the chair. Assistants from Reading and other com- 
paratively distant libraries were present. Everybody felt 
rather disappointed that two subjects of such vital importance 
to the principal executive officers of the Metropolitan Bor- 


oughs should have failed to attract the majority of the London 
chiefs and their deputies. 


The Library Association informs us that the dates fixed 
for the next examinations are as follows :— 
Monday, May 28th, 1929—Section 3, Classification. 
Tuesday, May 29th, 1929—Section 4, Cataloguing. 
Wednesday, May 30th, 1929—Section 5, Library Organisation. 
Thursday, May 31st, 1929—Section 6, Library Routine. 
Friday, June lst, 1929—Section 1, Literary History. 
Saturday, June 2nd, 1929—Section 2, General Bibliography and 
either (a) Book Selection, or 
(b) Palzography and the 
Archive Sciences. 

All entries for the Examinations must be made upon the 
official form, and sent to the office of the Library Associa- 
tion, 26-27, Bedford Square, London, W.C.1, not later than 
3lst March, after which date no applications will be enter- 
tained. For this and also for the December Examination, 
there will be alternative subjects for the Special Period in 
English Literary History, namely : Wordsworth and his circle; 
with special study of “ The Prelude,” or 1830-1860. Com- 
mencing with May, 1930, the Special Period set will be: Dr. 
Johnson and his circle. Section 2 will, in future, consist of 
two parts : General Bibliography and either Book Selection, or 
Palzography and the Archive Sciences. Students must satisfy 
the examiners in each part of the Section. 


From the Central Library for Students we learn that the 
following libraries are now Outlier Libraries : 
The Royal Microscopical Society. 
Royal Scottish Geographical Society. 
Office of the High Commissioner for India. 
Birmingham Public Library. 
Blackburn Public Library. 
Oxford Public Library. 
Sheffield Public Library. 
Southend-on-Sea Public Library. 
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LIBRARY LAW IN THE IRISH FREE STATE AND 
. NORTHERN IRELAND. 


By Artuur R. HEwItTtT 
Assistant Librarian to the Hon. Society of the Middle Temple. 


Before the year 1920 the legislative power in respect to 
the control of Public Libraries in Ireland was vested in the 
Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire- 
land. But Southern Ireland, having attained the status of a 
Dominion, the power is now vested in the Irish Parliaments, 
namely, in the Oireachtas of Soarstat Eireann (or Parliament of 
the Irish Free State) and the Parliament of Northern Ireland. 
Separate parliaments for Southern Ireland and Northern Ire- 
land were established by the Government of Ireland Act, 1920 
(10 & 11 Geo. v. c.67), which act enabled the respective parlia- 
ments “to make laws for the peace, order, and good govern- 
ment of Southern Ireland and Northern Ireland” (s.4(1).) It 
also provided that “ all existing laws, institutions, and authori- 
ties in Ireland, whether judicial, administrative, or ministerial 

. shall . . . continue as if this act had not passed” (s. 61). 
This last provision was re-enacted in the first statute passed 
by the new Dominion, namely, The Constitution of the Irish 

ree State (Saorstat Eireann) Act, 1922, as follows: “Article 
73. Subject to this Constitution and to the extent to which 
they are not inconsistent therewith, the laws in force in the 
Irish Free State (Saorstat Eireann) at the date of the coming 
into operation of this Constitution shall continue to be in full 
force and effect until the same or any of them shall have been 
repealed or amended by enactment of the Oireachtas.” The 
second statute of the Dominion was the adaptation of Enact- 
ments Act, 1922, which interpretated and adapted certain acts 
of the British Parliament. By this legislation the acts relat- 
ing to libraries in Ireland passed by the British Parliament, 
which were in force at the time of the formation of the new 
Irish Parliaments, remained in force in the Irish Free State 
and in Northern Ireland as if those acts had been passed by 
the new parliaments themselves. The Irish Parliaments have 
power to repeal, amend or re-enact any of the British Statutes 
applicable to Ireland, but so far there have been only three 
alterations in the law relating to libraries, namely, by the Pub- 
lic Libraries Act, 1924, passed by the Parliament of Northern 
Ireland, and by amendments in the Local Government Acts of 
1925 and 1927, passed by the Oireachtas of Saorstat Eireann. 

In the first column of the following table particulars are 
given of the law in force in 1920. The second column shows 
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how these acts have been amended or otherwise affected, but 
space permits of only the regnal year and chapter number of the 
amending acts being given in place of the full titles. It should 
be remembered that where an act, repealing in whole or in 
part, an earlier act, is itself repealed, the last repeal does not 
revive the original act (52 & 53 Vict. c.63, s.11). The present 
position of the law relating to libraries in Ireland may be 
summarised as follows: 

Northern Ireland.—The statutes mentioned in the table 
below, together with the Public Libraries Act (Northern Ire- 
land), 1924 (14 & 15 Geo. v. c.10). 

Irish Free State.—The table of statutes below and, in ad- 
dition, the Local Government Act, 1925, ss. 65 & 66 (No. 5 of 
1925), and the Local Government Act, 1927, s.2 and Ist sched- 
ule (No. 3 of 1927). 


TABLE OF STATUTES. 


Abbreviations: Am. Amended; c. chapter; R. repealed; s. section (s); 
$.L.R. Statute Law Revision Acts. 





How amended, repealed or other- 





Title, year, statute and chapter. 


wise effected. 





Public Libraries Act (Ireland), 
1855, 18 & 19 Vict. c. 40. 


Public Libraries (Ireland) Amend- 
— Act, 1877, 40 & 41 Vict. 
c. 15. 


Public Libraries Amendment Act, 
1877, 40 & 41 Vict. c. 54. 


Public Libraries Act, 1884, 47 & 48 
Vict. c. 37. 





Am. by 40 & 41 Vict. cc. 15 & 54. 
s. 9 —- by 47 & 48 Vict. c. 


oy 

s. 1 to “acts and” and s. 6 from 
“or other chief” to “time 
being” R. by S.L.R. 1892. 

Am. . s. 4 R. by 57 and 58 Vict. 
c, 38. 

Am. by 2 Ed. vii. c. 20. 

s. 9 am. by 2 Ed. vii., c. 38, s. 11. 

s. 8 am. by 10 & 11 Geo. v. c. 25. 

s. 5 am. by 63 & 64 Vict. c. 63, s. 9. 


R. as to Scotland by 50 & 51 Vict. 
c, 4, «. Z. 

R. as to England by 53 & 54 Vict. 
c. 68, s. Il. 

R. as to Scotland by 50 & 51 Vict. 
c. 42, s. 3. 

R. as +. set by 55 & 56 Vict. 
c. 53, s. 2 

ss. 2in part; 3 (2); 4 in part; 5 the 
words “the third part of”; 


and parts 1 & 2of the schedule, 
R. by S.L.R. 1898. 


a 






























46 


Table of Statutes—continued . 





How amended, repealed or other- 


Title, year, statute and chapter. ‘aies eieetel 





Public Libraries (Ireland) Act, s. 1 (9) R. by S.L.R. 1908. 
1894, 57 & 58 Vict. c. 38. 


Local Government (Ireland) Act, 
1898, 61 & 62 Vict. c. 37, s. 97. 


Libraries Offences Act, 1898, 61 & Extended to Ireland by 2 Ed. vii. 
62 Vict. c. 53. c. a & 7. 


Local Government (Ireland) Act, s. 9 extended by 2 Ed. vii, c. 38, 
1900, 63 & 64 Vict. c. 63, s. 9. s. 11. 


Public Libraries (Ireland) Act, ss. 2, 3, 4 & 6 as respects N. Ire. 
1902, 2 Ed. vii., c. 20. R. by 14 & 15 Geo. v. c. 10 
(N. Ire.), s. 1 (5). 

s. 8 (2) R. by S.L.R. 1927. 


Local Government (Ireland) Act, 
1902, 2 Ed. vii. c. 38, s. 11. 


Public Libraries (Art Galleries in s. 1 R. by 10 & 11 Geo. v.,, c. 25, 
County Borough) (Ireland) Act, s. 1 ©. 
1911, 1 & 2 Geo. v., c. 9. 


Public Libraries (Ireland) Act, s. 1 (2) (3) R. by S.L.R. 1927. 
1920, 10 & 11 Geo. v., c. 25. 








The legislation of 1924 (Northern Ireland) and of 1925 
(Irish Free State) amended the law regarding the adoption of 
the Libraries Acts by both Rural District Councils and Urban 
District Councils, placing the power in the hands of County 
Councils. The Public Libraries Act (Northern Ireland), 1924, 
empowered County Councils, by resolution, to adopt the 
Libraries Acts for all or any of the Rural Districts situated in 
their county, thereby making the County Council the Library 
Authority for the area specified in the resolution. The powers 
formerly exercised by the said Rural District Councils ceased 
when the act came into operation. As regards Urban Dis- 
tricts it is optional for the Council or Commissioners of the 
district or town to resign their powers, but they may, on 
agreed terms, relinquish, in favour of the County Council, all 
or any of the powers and duties vested in them as a Library 
Authority. An Urban District Council, having relinquished 
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any powers or duties in favour of the County Council, 
may, together with the County Council, if they think it advis- 
able, jointly apply to the Ministry of Home Affairs for an 
order rescinding the agreement. The County Council shall 
appoint a County Library Committee, for the purpose of carry- 
ing the Libraries Acts into execution, which committee shall 
consist of the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman of the County 
Council together with members of the Council of the Rural or 
Urban Districts who have relinquished their powers and 
duties. Any acts of the County Library Committee shall be 
submitted to the County Council. Expenses incurred by the 
Committee shall be defrayed out of the county fund and the 
amount required shall be raised by means of a poor rate not 
exceeding one penny in the pound, with the exception in the 
case of an Urban District, when the rate may be increased, 
with the consent of the Ministry, to not more than twopence 
in the pound. Where a Rural District Council or an Urban 
District Council cease to exercise the powers and duties under 
the Libraries Acts, any property or rights acquired for the 
purpose of performing such duties, shall be transferred to and 


become vested in the County Council by whom the acts are to 
be carried into execution. 


Similar provisions for the Irish Free State are made in 
their Local Government Act of 1925, but with some variation. 
The County Council shall have power by resolution to adopt 
the Libraries Acts for the whole or any specified part of their 
county, exclusive of any Urban District. There is no separate 
County Library Committee, and the expenses incurred by the 
County Library Authority shall be charged on the area for 
which the County Council is the Library Authority. The 
County Council may arrange with the Council of an Urban 
District or of a County Borough adjoining, for the use of the 
building and facilities of any library in such Urban District or 
County Borough on such terms as may be agreed upon. An 
Urban District may, as in Northern Ireland, on such terms as 
may be agreed upon, relinquish their powers and duties in 
favour of the County Council. There is, however, no provision 
to enable the County Council and the Urban District Council 
to make joint application for an order rescinding the agree- 
ment. A County Library Authority may amalgamate any dis- 
tricts in their area for the purpose of defraying the expenses 
by means of a combined rate. They may also provide lectures 
and exhibitions in schools, free or subject to such charges and 
conditions as they may determine, 
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THE VALUE AND SCOPE OF LOCAL COLLECTIONS 
IN LIBRARIES.* 


By FLorence Toone. 
(Leamington Public Library). 


Continued from page 34. 


Every effort should be made to collect every record and 
particle of information about the local regiments; their rules, 
regulations and standing orders. Also the magazines of the 
regiment, if any are published. Programmes of any concerts 
and military tournaments given by them must also be filed. 
There should also be in the local collection a Roll of Honour 
of local men who died in the War, as well as a record of those 
who belonged to the local regiments and gave up their lives. 


Anything dealing with the dialect of the district is of great 
value. In every local collection there should be a good col- 
lection of glossaries of local words and phrases. The English 
Dialect Society’s publication of local folk phrases and collo- 
quialisms should also be found there. Any works dealing with 
“ place names,” i.e., a book containing in alphabetical order the 
name of every town, village, hamlet, manor house and river in 
the locality. These works are of great importance as many 
of these names have now disappeared from maps and direct- 
ories. Everything of historical interest is given about the 
villages, etc., the references being taken in many cases from 
the Domesday Book, ancient deeds, charities and rolls in the 
British Museum, local antiquities and dialect dictionaries. 


All material must be collected about the geology and geo- 
graphy of the district. If the town is noted for its mineral 
waters, e.g., Leamington Spa, Harrogate and Bath, all in- 
formation regarding its physical properties and analysis must 
certainly be filed. 


Other important local matter is any record dealing with 
local customs and folklore, folk dancing and songs of the dis- 
trict. Just imagine how valuable they are in compiling a book 
of local history. 

All records, both written and pictorial, of the flora of the 
district are of great importance to naturalists, and any studies 
of local bird and animal life are often of great use to the 
student of natural history. 





“Prize Thesis in the 1928 Competition for the £15 Annual Scholarship awarded 
by the Birmingham and District Library Association, 
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It is clear that public libraries have a special interest in 
providing all literature possible on local industries ; text-books 
of the various trades, periodicals, patent publications, reports, 
catalogues and similar matter should be collected. ‘This does 
not mean that every trade in the town should be treated in an 
exhaustive manner, but the leading industries by which num- 
bers of the townspeople live should certainly be collected; e.g., 
Coventry’s local collection should contain books on engineer- 
ing, silk manufacture and ribbon making, while Northampton 
should specialise in leather work publications. 


All information regarding the printing presses of the town 
should be filed, especially those of historic interest, e.g., the 
Baskerville Press (1750-1775) in Birmingham. Because of 
Baskerville this town became world famous as the metropolis 
of art, and a place of pilgrimage to all who cared for the 
making of the perfect book. It is also a good plan to keep 
one or two examples of local bookbinding. 


Reports of the exhibitions and shows held in the town 
dealing with local industries are of importance, and should be 
collected and bound, e.g., motor shows, industries and com- 
merce exhibitions, agricultural and poultry shows, and many 
others. ‘ 

All musical compositions of local people must be collected 
and bound. Programmes and press cuttings relating to musical 
festivals held in the town must be saved as well as reports of 
the local musical societies. 

Poetry, composed locally, whether written by local people 
or only bearing on the district must be saved by the Librarian, 
however poor the compositions may be. The poems relating 
to Birmingham appear to be on a variety of subjects—the 
city, its legends, elections, visits of royalty, and the riots, 
being a few of them. 

All essays and plays by local men and women must be 
housed in this collection, and every literary manuscript possi- 
ble. All autographs and letters of people of the district who 
become world famous are great treasures, e.g., letters of Dr. 
Joseph Priestly, who in 1774 discovered oxygen; letters of 
John Baskerville to Horace Walpole; autographed letters of 
Dr. Johnson and of the Withering family; and the manuscript 
collections of Mr. W. C. Aitken and William Creighton, an 
employee of Boulton and Watt—preserved in the local collec- 
tion at Birmingham, are of great value and interest. 


Local theatre programmes, playbills and posters, and even 
cinema programmes should be saved, It is true that many of 
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these details are mere trifles, but they are trifles which refer 
to the present history of the town, and which may in time 
serve their purpose. Indeed, it is hard to say what fact can 
be regarded as trifling when the Librarian at Birmingham was 
once summoned to produce in a Court of Law a mere playbill, 
on the evidence of which a large sum of money might have 
depended. These programmes and playbills are invaluable to 
people writing a history of the theatre or in compiling bio- 
graphies of certain actors and actresses, and lastly, as a means 
of keeping a record of the town’s history. 


Just as important are all press notices, programmes and 
posters of any local amateur performance. 


Transactions of the Archzological Societies are of great 
value to the Public Library. Their work is of the greatest 
possible value to the historian and topographer ; to the student 
of antiquities ,and to the enquirer after the customs and 
traditions of the past. These people naturally turn to the 
Public Library in the hope of finding books which will be of 
assistance to them. The bulk of the work of the Archzological 
Societies consists of the publication of :— 


a. Unedited manuscripts—the material upon which his- 
tory is based, not history itself. 


b. Indexes to catalogues of documents which make the 
collections of MSS. accessible to the student. 


The great value of this system lies in the fact that the 
first method gives true information to many students who 
cannot consult the original documents themselves, and the 
second makes accessible the contents of the MSS. or collec- 
tions of documents which were previously closed to the 
searcher. 


No county or local history can be written without first 
consulting the publications of the local Archzological Society. 
Such works as local histories, bibliographies and Archeological 
Societies’ transactions should be placed within reach of the 
student, together with a good catalogue of the local books, 
with brief notices upon their local features. 


Every book and pamphlet that has been written about the 
history of the town right from early times must be collected, 
and a copy of the Domesday Book for the district should be 
in every library. 


All records relating to the old families of the neighbour- 


hood must be collected, such as deeds relating to the lands, 
estates, wills and matter relating to law suits, if any, as well 
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as any record of historical interest regarding any member of 
the family. There should also be a genealogical account of 
every local historical family, together with descriptions of 
their arms and lineages. 


Biographies of all local people must be collected, whether 
in book form or only brief notices in the press. All obituary 
notices of people of note in the district which may appear in 
any newspaper should be cut out, pasted in manilla folders and 
placed in a vertical file. 


We now come to the pictorial records. These include 
prints, etchings, maps, plans, photographs and lantern slides. 
This material, i.e., photographs and prints, should be collected 
with an eye to the record and not to its artistic value. 


Any pictorial matter showing the development of the 
town from early times to the present day must be kept. Any 
print and every print, even from the cheapest periodical, must 
be collected, providing it is of local interest, it may serve its 
turn some day. Prints of old houses, inns, mills, bridges and 
any other buildings now demolished are of great value and 
interest, in fact, any prints are of importance that serve to 
illustrate how the town looked in the past before the advent 
of present day buildings and inventions. Prints of any local 
historical event, e.g., visits of royalty, openings of public build- 
ings, roads and bridges, must be filed, as they serve to illus- 
trate matter housed in the local collection on the history and 
development of the town. All pictures illustrating the cere- 
monials, manners and customs and topographical changes of 
the district must be filed. The value of these graphic aids to 
the furtherance of knowledge is enormous, and there should 
be a sympathetic effort made in every library to record, pre- 
serve and index them. 


The current pictorial records—photographs—can usually 
be obtained through the local Photographic Survey Society, 
i.e., a band of photographers who make photographic records 
of the district, its histories, antiquities, architecture, and 
natural features, as well as its industrial and social life. Asa 
rule the whole work of the Photographic Society’s survey is 
done by the members themselves, the librarian only doing the 
classifying and cataloguing. The library authorities also pro- 
vide the mounts and cataloguing requisites. These photo- 
graphic records should be housed in the local collection of the 
library, as they are invaluable sources of information regard- 
ing the present history of the town, and as time goes on they 
will become more and more important. 
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All photographs from other sources, of local celebrities 
and public men, must be filed, e.g., photographs of mayors, 
members of the Town Council, local artists, musicians, poets, 
dramatists and famous professional men, also any visitors of 
note to the town such as royalty, noted actors, explorers and 
travellers giving lectures in the locality. Portraits of the last- 
named people are often found in the local newspapers and 
periodicals. They should be cut out, pasted in manilla folders 
with a description of the person, by the side or underneath, 


and filed either in flat uniform boxes or else in drawers in a 
cabinet. 


All political broadsides, cartoons and sketch books of the 
district must be collected in the same way as the prints and 
photographs. 


It is of interest to note that one librarian is making a 
collection of local Process Blocks, and wherever an illustration 
appears concerning the locality, he begs the gift or custody of 
the process block by which the illustration was produced. 


Engraved records are fewer than any yet mentioned. They 
include seals, crests, tokens and coins. The tokens were coins 
issued by the local tradesmen from the sixteenth to the eight- 
eenth century and were worth one farthing, one halfpenny and 
one penny. They had the trade mark or sign of the trades- 
man and were for local exchange only, during a shortage of 
small coinage from the National Treasury. Very good exam- 
ples of such tokens may be seen in the collection at Coventry. 


During the last few years regional surveys have come into 
existence. A group of men take certain local areas and study 
everything in them, e.g., local strata, flora, rainfall, industries, 
milestones, boundary marks and other items of local interest, 
and record this information on maps. This work is of the 
utmost value for preserving a record of the local features, and 
such surveys should be housed in the local collection. 


Special endeavour should be made to collect a complete 
set of maps of the district. In spite of the inaccuracy of 
some of the earlier maps they are often of great use in supply- 
ing an original source of information on various matters in 
connection with the local collection. 


All Ordnance Survey Maps of the district must be filed, 
as well as geological, ecclesiastical and scholastic maps. Those 
showing the boundaries of the district and wards of the town 
as well as maps giving the routes of certain processions are of 
great importance to the public. This collection should also 
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contain good omnibus, tramcar and railway maps of the dis- 
trict, as well as maps for the tourist and cyclist. Aerial views 
of the town are a chief feature of the pictorial section, and 
are extremely valuable as they record accurate information 
and bring out points that have never before been illustrated. 


All plans relating to the district must be filed, plans of 
canals, streets, proposed railroads, estates and local buildings 
are of great value as they serve to illustrate a good deal of 
the matter in the local collection. 


The general rule then, in forming a local collection is to 
file everything and to leave it to the future generations to find 
out the value. We must remember that anything throwing 
light on the history of our own times as well as the happenings 
of the past, will, as time goes on, prove more and more valu- 
able, as the records of to-day will become the history of to- 
morrow. 


The items I have mentioned are of value as they are 
always in demand by the local historian, biographer, topo- 
grapher and genealogist. 


We do not want it said of this generation by the future 
citizens of the town that we stored up valueless old magazines 
and yet allowed these local records to slip through our fingers 
simply through carelessness or lack of houseroom, and sat still 
while our priceless old manuscripts and documents were 
destroyed. 


We must remember that these records are the material of 
future books, the sources of the unwritten histories of the 
town, and that it should be our aim to serve the present as 
well as the future citizens by devoting all our time, energy 
and skill to collecting them and giving them house room. It 
is another way in which the library can further its claim to 
general usefulness to the town. 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
DECEMBER EXAMINATIONS, 1928. 


SECTION I—LITERARY HISTORY. 
74 Candidates sat. 
Honours none, Merits 5, Passes 46. 
Merits. 


Beach, C. E., East Ham. Hopkins, Miss R. R. E., Bracknell, 
French, Miss M. E., Barking. (Berks). 
Hammond, J., Manchester. ee Miss S. M. T., Birming- 
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Passes. 


Ashworth, T., 2. 
Athey, oa E. M., Newcastle-on- 


Tyn 
Atkin. ‘s. Sheffield. 
Bennett, <a Warrington. 
Blackburn, ‘Miss E., Blackburn. 
Bourne, Miss D. K, Manchester. 
Brown, a | ’ Birmingham. 
Brown, J. G Bradford. 
Bull, Miss M. L., Rugby. 
Caul, R. J. M., Aberystwyth. 
Causey, Miss S igan. 
Chadwick, Miss Manchester. 
Christie, Miss H. , Glasgow. 
Cooks, Miss K. va Birmingham. 
Cunningham, Miss N. T., Sunder- 


Eastoe, Miss O. M., Great Yar- 
mouth. 
Ellis, Miss F. B., Ipswich. 
Ferguson, +a M. J., Glasgow. 
Firth, Miss L. C , Heywood. 
Hastings, Miss E., Glasgow. 
Hemsley, Miss E. C., Oxford. 
Horrocks, S. H., Bolton. 


Housby, J. J., Penrith. 

King, Miss A. M., Bolton. 

Lord, N. C., Bolton. 

Lounds, Miss N. M. E., Grantham. 
Lowe, Miss M. G., Leicester. 
Muir, A. R., Glasgow. 
Needham, Miss I., Manchester. 
Peart, Miss O. M., Hounslow. 
Phillips, W. H., Cardiff. 
Pritchard, Miss N., Manchester. 
Rae, D., Lambeth. 

Smith, F. W., Portsmouth. 
Steward, A. V., Leeds. 

Stott, Miss E. M., Leeds. 
Taylor, H., Bolton. 

Thurlow, Miss O. H., Durham. 
Vickery, F. J., Croydon. 
Walsh, Miss K. I., Leeds. 
Warwick, Miss W. E., Birmingham. 
Wood, Miss E., Newport, Mon. 
Wood, Miss G. G., Radcliffe. 
Wood, H. G., Birmingham. 
Wright, P. O., Glasgow. 

Yates, F., Bolton. 


SECTION II—BIBLIOGRAPHY. 
46 Candidates sat. 


Honours none, Merit 1, Passes 21. 
Merit. 
Carr, Miss L. M., Croydon. 
Passes. 
Ames, J. E., East Ham. Moir, Miss C. J., Glasgow. 
Atkinson, F., Warrington. Partridge, R., Bermondsey. 
Barnes, F., Wigan. Pollard, Miss V. M., Bath. 


Bennie, J., ~ >} w 

Bertie, Miss O. B., Aberystwyth. 

Blackburn, R. va horley. 

Chadband, Miss’ W. M., Times 
Book Club, London. 

Harrod, Miss L. M., Croydon. 

Healing, Miss W. J., Hove. 

Hope, C., Bromley, Leeds. 

McVean, Miss K., Glasgow. 


Robertson, H. J., Smethwick. 
Rutter, S. J., Battersea. 
a tt A. J. D., St. Maryle- 


bon 
Taylor, “Miss M. §S., Coventry. 
Tillie, Miss H. A., Chiswick. 
Williams, Miss wd Aberystwyth. 
Woodhams, Miss T., Maidstone. 


SECTION III.—CLASSIFICATION. 
95 Candidates sat. 


Honours none, 


Merits none, 


Passes 59. 


Passes. 


Adams, Miss C. C., Glasgow. 
Ashworth, Miss N., Birkenhead. 
Atkinson, F., Warrington. 


Bayley, A. E., Manchester. 
Bennett, B., Bournemouth. 
Boyles, C. T., Smethwick. 
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Bryant, E. S. A., Bournemouth. 
Collett, W. J., Newport, Mon. 
Donkin, Miss W. C., Newcastle. 
Dowdy, Miss A. C., Ipswich. 
Edwards, W., Aberystwyth. 
Evans, Miss G., Bridgend. 

Evans, Miss N. M., Portsmouth. 
Ferguson, Miss C. S., Glasgow. 
Forfar, Miss E. M., Liverpool. 
Gee, Miss M., Birkenhead. 
German, L. J., Bristol. 

Goodwin, Miss A. M., Birmingham. 
Greenwood, Miss I. B., Warrington. 
Hall, Miss E. M., Portsmouth. 
Hamilton, Miss A. G., Glasgow. 
Hampton, S. A. J., Bermondsey. 
Hardy, Miss M. F., Birmingham. 
Kennedy, D., Glasgow. 

Leighton, Miss D., Manchester. 
Macdonald, Miss E. M., Sheffield. 
McDonald, Miss J. G., Glasgow. 
Marsland, H., Manchester. 
Martin, S. W., Lambeth. 

Moore, Miss H. M., Cape Town. 
Morris, Miss A., Bolton. 

Norbury, Miss B., Manchester. 
Norris, Miss D. M., Birmingham. 


Parry, Miss E., Liverpool. 
Parry, Miss E. J., Cheltenham. 
Pilcher, E. T., Portsmouth. 
Pottinger, M. C., Glasgow. 
Rowsell, R. T. C., Exeter. 

Roy, A. S., Ballymena. 

Rust, A. H., Ilkley. 

Sainsbury, N. C., Cambridge. 
Shepherd, M., Bolton. 
Simpson, E., Sheffield. 
Simpson, Miss E. C., Worthing. 
Slark, J. W., Battersea. 

Stokes, Miss E., Coventry. 
Thorold, Miss D. N., Ipswich. 
Tipping, W., Manchester. 

Todd, Miss E. M., Liverpool. 
Tompkins, H. C., Hornsey. 
Walker, Miss H., Liverpool. 
Wells, G. R., Wimbledon. 
Wells, Miss N. E., Bath. 
Wilding, N. W., London Library. 
Wilkinson, L. H., Newcastle-on- 


Tyne. 
Williams, E. S., Durham. 
Willis, Miss M. J., Birmingham. 
Woodham, Miss N. L., Winchester. 
Woodhouse, D. J., Manchester. 


SECTION IV.—CATALOGUING. 
80 Candidates sat. 


Honours none, 


Merits none, 


Passes 55. 


Passes. 


Allison, Miss M. S., Glasgow. 
Archibald, Miss E. M., Liverpool. 
Ardagh, P., St. Andrew’s. 

Austin, Miss M. F., Sheffield. 
Bebbington, J., Bolton. 


Blackman, A. J. R., Reading. 
Bletcher, E., Sheffield. 

Brooks, J. T., Glasgow. 

Brown, T., Edinburgh. 

Camplin, Miss E., Bethnal Green. 
Chorlton, Miss J. M., Manchester. 
Cockburn, J. W., Edinburgh. 
Copping, Miss C. F. M., Darlington. 
Darbey, B. C., Wolverhampton. 
Davies, Miss M., Ruthin. 
Edwards, W., Aberystwyth. 

Fox, Miss W., Worthing. 

Fry, J., Bath. 

Gemmell, J., Glasgow. 

Gorman, E., Bradford. 

Graham, D., Glasgow. 

Haines, P. E., Watford. 


Halsall, V. R., Bolton. 

Hancock, Miss D., Sheffield. 

Johnson, Miss D. M., Birmingham. 

Lendrem, Miss P. M., Wakefield. 

McClellan, A. W., Tottenham. 

Madders, Miss E., Manchester. 

Marshall, A. L., Westminster. 

Matthews, Miss C. M., Wolver- 
hampton. 

Michel, C. W., Leeds. 

Micklewright, G. R., Chesterfield. 

Moore, Miss H. M., Cape Town. 

Mundy, Miss C. M. L,., Bath. 

Panchen, Miss E. V., Aberystwyth. 

Pritchard, F. C., Birmingham. 

Robertshaw, E., Bradford. 

Ross, Miss M. J., Glasgow. 

Rule, A. J., Battersea. 

Smith, E. A., Croydon. 

Somers, B., Cardiff. 

Stanswood, Miss C. D., Portsmouth. 

Stewart, W., Glasgow. 
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Tait, A. J., Glasgow. 

Thompson, Miss S. M. T., Birming- 
ham. 

Thorold, Miss D. M., Ipswich. 

Walford, A. J., Stoke Newington. 

Walker, J. M., Sheffield. 


Manson, Miss E. 


Watt, T., Glasgow. 

Wilson, Miss W. C., Norwich. 
Windebank, Miss P., Portsmouth, 
Winterflood, R. C., Brentford. 
Wood, A. G., Bolton. 

Wright, Miss M., Plumstead. 


, Johannesburg. 


SECTION V.—LIBRARY ORGANISATION. 
78 Candidates sat. 


Honours none, 


Merits 1, 


Passes 25. 


Merit. 


Wise, Miss H. C. 


, Cheltenham. 


Passes. 


Batchelor, R. A., Walllasey. 
Blackburn, R. H., Chorley. 
Burbridge, Miss A. E., Leeds. 
Dowdy, Miss A. C., Ipswich. 
Fitzsimons, J., Belfast. 
Gardner, F. M., Sheffield. 
Gee, Miss J., Wigan. 

Gray, H. C., Whitechapel. 
Hiles, C. R., Preston. 
Hoskins, J. E., Bridgend. 
Jackson, C. P., Leeds. 
Leather, J., Southport. 
Leechman, Miss N. C., Croydon. 


Macbeth, Miss H. T., Glasgow. 
McLean, Miss M. B., Glasgow. 
Merriott, Miss L. E., Coventry. 
Mullett, Miss E., Bolton. 
Redmond, Miss B., Castlebar. 
Roberts, Miss A. M., Liverpool. 
Russ, Miss E. A., Bath. 

Shaw, Miss M. A., Preston. 
Stuffins, H. J., Chester. 
Turner, G. O., Bournemouth. 
West, Miss E. K., Croydon. 
Williams, Miss G., Aberystwyth. 


SECTION VI.—LIBRARY ROUTINE. 
141 Candidates sat. 


Honours none, 


Allday, Miss O. M., Birmingham. 


Merits none, Passes 57. 
Passes. 
Harding, Miss D., Tunbridge 
ells. 


Barrett, Miss M., Glasgow. 

Beckett, Miss W. M., Lowestoft. 

Bragg, J., Stepney. 

Brecknell, Miss E., Hereford. 

Coldicott, Miss K. M., Hereford. 

Connolley, Miss E. M., Manchester. 

Corbett, Miss P. T. M., St. Mary- 
lebone. 

Cox, C. S., Leicester. 

Croxall, T. G., Leicester. 

Daft, Miss P. M., Leeds. 

Davies, J. H., Birmingham. 

Dovey, Miss B. M., Birmingham. 

Dunn, Miss P. I., Birmingham. 

Edwards, C., Sheffield. 

Fergusson, Miss B. M., Bath. 

Forsyth, J. W., Edinburgh. 

Garton, Miss L. M., Portsmouth. 

Gough, Miss E. M., Bolton. 

Halsall, V. R., Bolton. 


Haugh, W. S., Liverpool. 
Higenbottam, F., Leigh, Lancs. 
Hill, Miss A. B., Birmingham. 
Hill, Miss D. B., Birmingham. 
Howell, Miss E. E., Bridgend. 
Humphreys, R. §., Liverpool. 
Keightley, L. J. A., Croydon. 
Lee, Miss B. L, Bolton. 
McGill, Miss H. M., Manchester. 
McGill, Miss J. A., Glasgow. 
Mensforth, Miss M. E., Ilkley. 
Newson, R., Sheffield. 
Ogden, Miss M., Manchester. 
Paton, W. B., Glasgow. 
Payne, Miss E., Portsmouth. 
Pottinger, M. C., Glasgow. 
Price, Miss N. M., Birmingham. 
—, Miss E. A., Chelten- 
am, 





57 


Roxburgh, Miss, K. J., Newcastle- Thirsk, Miss B. M., Birmingham. 


on-Tyne. : Thompson, C. H., Birmingham. 
Sayers, Miss P., Sheffield. Thomson, Miss A. E., Glasgow. 
Sharkey, Miss K. M., Lowestoft. Turner, A. E., Charlton. 
Sherwood, J., Huddersfield. Walker, Miss I., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Shorthouse, Miss I. M., Birming- Webb, Miss N. K., Brighton. 

ham. White, M., Bradford. 
Smith, C. G. S., Ipswich. Wilkinson, E., Bradford. 
Straughan, Miss M., Darlington. Wilson, H., Burnley. 
Stuffins, H. J., Chester. Wilson, Miss M., Islington. 


THE DIVISIONS. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, NORTH-WESTERN BRANCH. 
Joint Meeting with the 
ASSOCIATION OF ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS, 
NORTH-WESTERN DIVISION. 


More than usual interest was attached to this meeting at Bolton, on 
January 23rd, 1929. Not only was it the first joint gathering of the two 
bodies for very many years, but it had been called with the main object 
of considering the important topic of Amalgamation. 

A hearty welcome to the Associations was extended by the Worship- 
ful the Mayor of Bolton (Alderman F. Cheadle, J.P.), who remarked 
that whilst the town possessed many things of interest it had not any 
outstanding literary associations; that although it had not produced any 
great literary artists it was constantly producing things of beauty the 
educative influence of which was effective in all parts of the world. 
Councillor J. P. Taylor, B.A., J.P., Chairman of the Bolton Public Librar- 
ies Committee, added his welcome. He said “that although Bolton’s 
libraries were handicapped by being housed in old buildings, the Corpora- 
tion had a big scheme in hand which would eventually provide a building 
well worthy of the town and an inspiration to its people. The chair was 
occupied by Councillor Green, President of the North-Western Branch. 
He was supported by Miss McLardy, President of the North-Western 
Branch of the A.A.L., Mr. E. A. Savage, Hon. Secretary of the Library 
Association, Messrs. J. W. Singleton and R. Howarth, Hon. Secretaries), 
and Mr. Guy W. Keeling, General Secretary of the L.A. Representatives 
of the two associations to the number of 90 attended from various parts 
of Lancashire and Cheshire, the following being represented : Accrington, 
Ashton-in-Makerfield, Ashton-under-Lyne, Atherton, Bebington, Birken- 
head, Bolton, Burnley, Bury, Colne, Darwen, Eccles, Heywood, Hindley, 
Lancashire County Library, Manchester, Nelson, Preston, Rimington, 
Rochdale, Stretford, Swinton and Pendlebury, Wallasey, Warrington, 
Westhoughton, and Wigan. 

he main business of the Conference was the discussion upon the 
proposed Amalgamation of the A.A.L. with the L.A. In a vigorous speech 
and in quite plain terms Mr. Savage (Edinburgh), Hon. Secretary of the 
Library Association, explained in detail the terms proposed. Since its 
formation the Library Association had had to face a great deal of opposi- 
tion but it worked hard in creating public opinion in favour of an im- 
proved library service, and had secured legislation in support of its 
vieiws. The proposals had been framed in a generous spirit and in the 
hope that by fusion the profession could be organised on a wider basis 
and speak with a united voice for every section of library activity. Many 
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questions relating to the proposed terms were asked and answered by 
Mr. Savage. One or two speakers thought the terms too generous, but 
there was unanimity on both sides in the recommendation to adopt the 
proposals. Hearing, too, that the Birmingham and District Library As- 
sociation were meeting the following day to discuss the possibility of 
fusion with the Library Association a resolution was agreed to in these 
terms :—“ The Members of the North-Western Branch, in session at 
Bolton, desire to express the hope that the Birmingham Association 
will help forward the union of library forces in the country by becoming 
a Branch of the Library Association.” 

The Hon. Secretary was asked to communicate the terms of the 
resolution to the Birmingham Association. 

The meeting was then addressed by Mr. R. Howarth, Deputy Librar- 
ian, Warrington, on the question of School Libraries. Mr. Howarth said 
“The majority of educational authorities had not yet awakened to the 
value of books, and a large proportion of school children had no facilities 
for reading. It was essential if the child and the book were to be 
brought together at the time when the child mind was responsive, that 
every school should possess a well-organised and selected library, with 
a teacher or librarian, capable of gaining the confidence of the child in 
charge of it. In this way more could be done in giving the child a taste 
for literature and an appetite for reading than any formal instruction 
could ever do. The amount spent on books for schools in this country 
was less than 1 per cent. of the cost of the child’s education, but happily 
there were signs that educational bodies were beginning to realise what 
librarians had been trying to impress upon them for years.” The Com- 
mittee of the Board of Education in their recent report recommended 
that the funds be provided by the Local Education Committee. Where- 
ever the fund came from co-operation between the two departments was 
essential to success. 

At the conclusion of the conference, the delegates were entertained 
to tea by the Chairman of the Bolton Public Libraries Committee, Coun- 
cillor J. P. Taylor, B.A., J.P., to whom, and to Mr. Sparke, for the 
admirable arrangements, a vote of thanks was afterwards passed on the 
proposal of Councillor Snell, of Accrington, and Miss D. McLardy, of 
Manchester. 

Replying, Mr. Sparke said this was the fourth time such conferences 
had been held in Bolton in the past 25 years. When next they came to 
Bolton he hoped the new libraries would be an accomplished fact. 


MIDLAND DIVISION. 


[The following is a précis of a series of papers on ‘‘ Printing to the year 1500,” 
arranged by Mr. H. Woodbine, of the Birmingham Reference Library, and 
read there on December 5th, 1928.] 


Mr. Woodbine gave a wonderful introduction to the subject by his 
“Story of the Book,” from its beginning to the invention of printing; 
from picture writing such as was found on the walls of caves in France 
and Spain—on stone, of the ancient Egyptian; and of his contemporary, 
the Babylonian, on clay slabs, in the script known as cuneiform—through 
the reign of papyrus, manufactured from the pith of a reed, which grew 
in the Nile. 

While the Babylonian, who had no papyrus plant, used prepared 
leather (but not in its later form of vellum or parchment), other substi- 
tutes being leaves, e.g., palm leaves, and thin strips of wood. After the 
invention of the saw, boards of wood became the equivalent of the 
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modern sheet of notepaper. These boards were later hollowed out and 
filled with wax. 

The advent of papyrus, vellum and parchment, with their smooth 
surfaces, led to a great increase in the possible speed of writing. Then 
came the change in form, from the volumen or roll, to the codex, or 
book, as we know it. 

Originally, perhaps, the codex was written, then folded—until some- 
one thought of cutting open the folded leaves and using both sides— 
making up the codex into quires and stitching them. 

Papyrus continued in diminishing use until about 1000 A.D. During 
the Middle Ages, the supply of vellum and parchment was very scarce, 
so that we find again and again, an earlier work has been cleaned off 
for the vellum to be used again. 

Such examples are known as palimpsests. Sometimes the vellum 
was stained purple and written in letters of gold or silver. 

The earliest books were written entirely in capital letters or magis- 
cules (square and rustic). These were slow methods of writing. Later 
and more rounded forms were known as uncials. 

Words did not begin to be separated until the 7th century, although 
stops of various sorts were in use from the 3rd century B.C. 

radually, and by the year 700, so many small letters had crept in. 
- we have the minuscule or small letter hand, with various national 
‘orms. 

Writing broke down in the 8th century, when continental hands had 
become very difficult to read. 

A great revival set in under Charlemagne, aided by the Anglo-Saxon 
scholar Alcuin. 

By the 11th century words had become definitely separated, and real 
method and system introduced for contractions and abbreviations, which 
resulted in a saving of space in old MS 

Side by side with the development of writing grew the art of orna- 
ment, from the initial letter to the border all round the page. 

With the 15th century, the writing in most countries became much 
stiffer and more angular; but in Italy the scribes went back to the style 
of the old caroline minuscule, and developed from it the beautifully clear 
hand known as Humanistic. This was the hand copied by the printers 
in their Roman type. The angular pointed hand was copied as Gothic. 

Paper was invented by the Chinese, and its use travelled slowly 
westward. In the 12th century it began to displace vellum, and it was in 
the 14th century that its use became at all common. Much cheaper than 
vellum, it was more plentiful, and much easier to print on successfully. 
Early paper was made of rag, and but for the modern substitutes of 
chemical wood-pulp and esparto, we might to-day be as badly off for 
material on which to print, as were our ancestors for material on which 
to write. 

Miss G. M. Walker continued with “ Printing in the Low Countries 
to 1500,” from the early days of block printing, c, 1440, printing from 
some kind of movable type (cast from moulds of sand or lead) seems 
to have been practised. 

Falling into disuse, the art of printing with movable type returned 
to the Netherlands, after it had been definitely established at Maintz, 
by way of Utrecht, c. 1470, into the North Netherlands, where the art 
was practised in 15 different places. Miss Walker gave concise résumés 
of the histories of the largest towns and their most famous printers, and 
concluded with a sketch of the art of illustrating those early books. 
Books printed by Gheraert Leeu and Pafroet and Jacobus de Breda 
were shown, a ee 
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Miss W. Asman continued the story with reference to Germany, 
from the invention of printing, popularly attributed to Johan Gutenberg, 
of Maintz. Failing to make money by his printing, Gutenberg’s presses 
were awarded by the Court to Johan Fust, who engaged the services of 
Peter Schoeffer, an employé of Gutenberg. 

They printed a magnificent Psalter. 

Johan Mentelin, of Strasbourg, and his son-in-law, Adolf Rusch, 
were the first rivals of Fust and Schoeffer. 

Heinrich Eggerstein was the only other notable printer in Strasbourg. 

Albrecht Pfister printed in Bamberg the first books printed in the 
German language. Other notable printers were Gunther Zainer at 
Augsberg; Ulrich Zell at Cologne; Anton Koberger of Nuremberg. 
Koberger’s Nuremberg Chronicle and works printed by Zell, Winters 
Koelhoeff and others were shown. 

Miss W. Hughes read a good paper on “ English Printing to 1500,” 
dealing with the work of Caxton and Wynkyn de Worde at the sign of 
the “Red Pale.” the famous press established by Caxton in 1476 at 
Westminster, after his return to England from Flanders. Also Richard 
Pynson, Julian Notary, Rood and the printer referred to by Wynkyn de 
Worde as the “Sometime schoolmaster of St. Albans,” by which title 
alone is he known, and to whom eight books of the greatest rarity are 
ascribed. 

Higden’s Polychronicon, printed by Wynkyn de Worde, facsimile 
Caxtons, and a facsimile of the Book of St. Albans were shown. 

Miss E. Bradshaw reviewed Printing in Italy to the year 1500. Swept 
by the tide of the Renaissance, Italy welcomed the new art with en- 
thusiasm. It was introduced about 1464, by two German monks, Conrad 
of Schweinheim and Arnold Pannartz, at Subiaco. The art spread 
rapidly. Presses were at work in more than seventy different towns 
south of the Alps, by the year 1500. 

Nicolas Jenson, famous for his magnificent old Roman characters, 
and Aldo Manuzio, the elder, famous as scholar and printer, both worked 
at > which was for several centuries the chief book market in the 
world. 

Works printed by Jenson, Ratdolt, Bonetus Localellus, the fine copy 
~ “Hypnerotomachia,” printed by Aldus, and other incunabula were 
shown. 


Miss M. E. Clegg read a paper on “ Printing in France to the 
year 1500.” 

The first printing press was set up at the Sorbonne, in Paris, in1470, 
during the reign of Louis XI., who described the art of printing as the 
“divine rather than human art.” In the reign of the previous king. 
Charles VII., Nicolas Jenson had been sent to Maintz with the idea of 
later setting up a press in France. 

V. W. 
EASTERN COUNTIES DIVISION. 


A very successful and enjoyable meeting of the Division was held 
at Norwich on Thursday, February 14th, when, in spite of the almost 
Arctic conditions prevailing, representatives from Ipswich, Lowestoft 
and Great Yarmouth were present, making, with the Norwich members, 
a total attendance of eighteen. 

In the absence of the President of the Division (Miss Durrant, Bor- 
ough Librarian, Lowestoft), Mr. Geo. A. Stephen (City Librarian, Nor- 
wich) presided at the business meeting. This was to have been followed 
by a talk on “ County Library Work,” by Miss Protheroe, of the Norfolk 
County Library, but at the last moment the County Librarian intimated 
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her inability to spare Miss Protheroe. An informal discussion on the 
question of amalgamation with the Library Association was substituted, 
at the conclusion of which the following resolution was passed, by 15 
votes to 2: “That this Division recommends to the Council that amal- 
gamation should not take place until such time as a scheme giving 
effective control over professional matters by all qualified librarian mem- 
bers has been instituted.” Mr. Stephen then proceeded to exhibit some 
plans of the new Earlham Branch Library, which is shortly to be erected, 
and briefly explained how various difficulties had been overcome in 
order that the building might be erected at a minimum cost. 

At the conclusion of the meeting the party was conveyed by bus to 
Carrow Abbey, the residence of the Misses Colman, which incorporates 
the ruins of a Benedictine Priory, founded in 1146 by two nuns, and 
existing until the Dissolution by Henry VIII. about 1536. By kind in- 
vitation of the Misses Colman, the members were entertained to tea at 
the Abbey, and were allowed to view the ruins and a considerable portion 
of the existing part of the Abbey. 

In addition to its rich historical associations, Carrow Abbey has an 
added interest for all lovers of literature, because it is believed that the 
Lady Julian, author of the “Revelations of Divine Love,” one of the 
greatest of mystical works, was closely associated with Carrow Priory. 
She took her vows as an anchoress at St. Julian’s Church, quite close 
to the Abbey. 

John Skelton, Poet Laureate to Henry VIII., wrote his “ Little Boke 
of Phylyp Sparowe,” concerning the death of a pet sparrow at Carrow. 

The Abbey also contains some rare art treasures, including pictures 
by G. F. Watts, D. G. Rossetti, Holman Hunt, and water-colours by 
members of the Norwich School of Painters. 

he members greatly appreciated this unique opportunity of visiting 
the Abbey, and a very hearty vote of thanks, proposed by Mr. S. A. 
Hawes (Norwich) and seconded by Miss E. E. Pyman (Ipswich) was ex- 
tended to the Misses Colman for their gracious hospitality, and to Miss 
Palmer, who, in the absence of the Misses Colman, welcomed the mem- 
bers and conducted them round the Abbey. 


Mary ALEXANDER, Hon. Sec. 
YORKSHIRE DIVISION. 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1928. 


With the close of the 22nd year, the retiring officers and committee 
have pleasure in submitting for your approval the Annual Report. 

Membership.—The tendency of each Annual Report for the past six 
years has been to show a slight increase in membership, and the retiring 
Executive are able to report a much larger increase for the past year. 
Commencing the year with a total membership of 126, forty-four new 
members have been enrolled and eleven names have been struck off the 
roll of membership, leaving the total standing at 159. 

May I be allowed this opportunity of stating that the Yorkshire 
Division represents the largest divisional membership in the country. 
It is very pleasing to the officers and Committee to find the membership 
so satisfactory, yet it is realised that it does not represent the greatest 
possible number, and until this figure is achieved an appeal is made to 
all members to do their utmost to persuade their colleagues who are not 
on our roll of membership to JOIN THE A.A.L. AT ONCE. 

Meetings—Owing to local circumstances, only three meetings have 

_ been held during the past year, but each meeting has been enthusiast- 
&. ically supported and alive with discussion and debate, 
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The meetings held have been as follows:—On 25th January the 
Annual Meeting was held at Leeds. Nearly 70 members assembled at 
the Central Sieene, where motor buses were waiting to convey the 
party to branches at Compton Road, Burley and Bramley. A civic wel- 
come was accorded by the Lord Mayor (Ald. G. Ratcliffe), supported by 
the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Libraries and Arts Com- 
mittee. Tea was kindly provided in the Lord Mayor’s Room by the 
Committee of the Public Libraries, and after tea the evening was de- 
voted to a whist drive. 

The Inaugural Meeting took place at York on April 25th. Again the 
membership was exceptionally well represented, over 70 members as- 
sembling in the Visitors’ Reception Rooms of Messrs. Rowntree & Co. 
The party were then conducted round the premises and various depart- 
ments of this firm, which possesses several features of unique interest. 
Messrs. Rowntree & Co. very generously provided tea. At the evening 
session the President, Mr. F. Haigh (Halifax) delivered his presidential 
address on the Government Report on Public Libraries. 

The last meeting of the year was held at Halifax on 21st November. 
At 3 p.m. the Central Library was the scene of the reception of about 40 
members, when Ald. Waddington, ex-Mayor of Halifax, extended a 
welcome on behalf of the town. Motor buses conveyed the gathering to 
two of the new branch libraries; these libraries were planned on rather 
different lines from the usual type, and proved to be of special interest. 
After tea, Miss M. M. Hummerston (Leeds) gave an address on “ The 
New Spirit in Relation to Junior Libraries,” and after the interesting 
discussion which followed, Mr. T. J. Kirkpatrick, of Bradford, opened a 
discussion, “ The New Proposed Bye-Laws of the Library Association.” 
The address evoked an extremely enthusiastic discussion in which quite 
a considerable number of members took part. 

Finance.—As submitted by your Honorary Treasurer, the income for 
the past year amounts to £51 15s. 9d., and the expenditure was £33 18s. 
11d., leaving a balance in hand of £17 16s. 10d. The increased membership 
brings with it an increased balance, but the satisfactory state of affairs 
is largely due to the enthusiastic discharge of duties by your worthy 
Honorary Treasurer. 

Correspondence Classes—Several members of the Yorkshire Division 
have shown their appreciation of the work carried out by the Education 
Committee, by taking correspondence courses arranged by the A.A.L. 
The courses in sections III. and IV. are in the hands of Yorkshire 
members. 

In conclusion, the Officers and Committee desire to express their 
thanks to several librarians and civic authorities during the period under 
review. The interest and co-operation which these gentlemen and bodies 
have evinced in our activities contributes in a concrete manner to the 
success of the year. Thanks are also recorded to the members who by 
their regular attendance and enthusiastic support have made possible the 
achievement of the definite purpose of the Yorkshire Division. 


ANNUAL MEETING held January 30th, 1929. 


The 22nd Annual Meeting of the Division was held at Sheffield on 
Jan. 30th. Between 60 and 70 members assembled at the Central Public 
Library at 3.30 pm., where motor buses were waiting to convey the 
members to some of the modern branch libraries. The Park Branch 
Library was first visited, and here the members were able to view a 
medium sized branch planned upon unique and efficient lines. The next 
branch to be visited was situated at Attercliffe. This district is in the 
heart of industrial Sheffield, and the branch has to serve an exception- 
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ally large population, but the building, which combines an zsthetic in- 
terior appearance with a marked system of efficiency, is well able to 
cope with the keen demand. It was intended that the members should 
see the Tinsley Branch Library, but as time would not permit this, the 
party were conveyed to the Town Hall, where tea was kindly provided 
by the Lord Mayor (Ald. H. Bolton). After tea, a vote of thanks to the 
Lord Mayor was proposed by Mr. G. W. Strother (Leeds), and seconded 
by Miss M. Hummerston (Leeds). To this motion of thanks the Lord 
Mayor suitably replied. 

At 6 p.m., the Annual Business Meeting commenced. The first duty 
was to seek the sanction of the meeting to alter Bye-Law (which allows 
two persons to occupy the positions of Vice-Presidents), to enable four 
persons to be appointed to this position. Upon the proposition of Mr. 
Sleight (Leeds), seconded by Mr. Gillett (Leeds), this alteration was 
unanimously adopted. 

The result of the election of officers and committee for the ensuing 
year was next announced as follows :— 

President—Miss E. F. Wragg (West Riding County Library). 

Vice-Presidents—Mr. F. Haigh (Halifax); Mr. H. W. Marr (Shef- 
field); Mr. R. W. Parsons (Bradford); Mr. G. W. Strother (Leeds). 

Hon. Treasurer—Mr. W. Proctor (Leeds). 

Hon. Secretary—Mr. G. P. Jackson (Leeds). 

Committee—Miss M. Heap (Keighley), Miss M. Hummerston Gegtes 
Miss M. V. Walker (Huddersfield), Mr. H. Bateson (Leeds), Mr. S. 
+g (Sheffield), Mr. C. Hope (Leeds), Mr. T. J. Kirkpatrick (Bradford), 

r. T. W. Muskett (Huddersfield), Mr. E. Robertshaw (Bradford), Mr. 
r ?. Sleight (Leeds), Mr. A. Thompson (York), Mr. L. Jackson 
(Chesterfield). 

Mr. F. Haigh, of Halifax, the retiring President, in vacating the 
office to Miss E. F. Wragg, spoke of the period during which he had 
occupied the position of President of the Division. He stated that the 
last two years had been years of active progress both with the Libraries 
of the Yorkshire Area and with the Yorkshire Division. Mr. Haigh 
drew our attention to the fact that the libraries we visited were gradually 
growing more appropriate to the position they should occupy. In intro- 
ducing Miss Wragg, the first lady President of the Division, he assured 
the members that Miss Wragg credited the position, and would conduct 
the meeting with dignity and with confidence. After replying to the 
remarks of Mr. Haigh, Miss Wragg called upon Mr. R. J. Gordon, the 
Chief Librarian of Leeds, to address the members on the view point of 
the Library Association upon the question of “amalgamation.” Mr. 
Gordon, in his characteristic and vigorous style, outlined the various ad- 
vantages which are anticipated to accrue from amalgamation. He stated 
that the Library Association was now seeking to exercise its Royal 
Charter in endeavouring to unite all persons engaged in the profession. 
There was absolutely nothing in the draft plan to hinder our functions; 
our state of finance would be quite safe, and on the other hand we should 
gain more representation on the L.A. ’ Council, and have a voice in all 
matters; in brief, we have everything to gain, and nothing to lose by 
amalgamation. Mr. Gordon’s remarks met with strong opposition from 
one or two members; Mr. Cranshaw, Deputy Librarian of Sheffield, 
spoke in very strong terms against amalgamation. He said that the 
past and present policy of the L.A. did not meet with the approval of 
the average library assistant, furthermore, the L.A. had done nothing to 
improve the position of the assistant, and the libraries department always 
compared unfavourably with other municipal departments. 
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Other members took part in the discussion, some speaking in favour 
of amalgamation, others speaking against the plan. At the last meeting 
of the Division held in Halifax, last November, it was unanimously de- 
cided to support amalgamation under the conditions set out by the 
Council of the A.A.L. at that time. Two members, who were not present 
at that meeting, proposed and seconded that the former resolution be 
rescinded, but upon this matter being put to the meeting, the motion 
was outvoted. 

Unfortunately, the meeting had to break up (on account of the train 
service) before a vote could be taken on the current draft plan, and the 
day closed with a vote of thanks to Mr. R. J. Gordon for his clear and 
enlightening address. Mr. H. W. Marr, of Sheffield, and Mr. T. W. 
Muskett, of Huddersfield, proposed and seconded this vote of thanks 
respectively. 

The thanks of the members to Mr. J. P. Lamb, Chief Librarian of 
Sheffield, for his untiring assistance and service in ensuring an inter- 
esting programme, were accorded by Miss E. F. Wragg and Mr. F. 


Haigh. 
SOUTH-WESTERN DIVISION. 


Visitors from Poole, Portsmouth and Southampton attended a meet- 
ing at Bournemouth, on 13th February, 1929 

Arctic weather prevailed, and made the visit to the Corporation 
Tramways Generating Station particularly welcome. The visit proved 
of much interest. 

Tea was a jolly affair, provided by the Bournemouth Staff. 

In the evening, the Rev. Maddaford gave a reading on “Some 
English Humorists.” The paper was a sheer delight, and caused a con- 
stant flow of chuckles. 

The meeting was remarkable for the bad weather experienced and 
the brilliance of Mr. Maddaford’s reading. 

The meeting placed on record their appreciation of the services of 
Mr. Cooper, now at Folkestone. 

Hector Mourant, Hon. Sec. (Southampton). 


SOUTH-EASTERN DIVISION. 


Members from Brighton, Chichester, Hove, Lewes and Worthing, 
attended the Winter Meeting of the Division held at Brighton, on Wed- 
nesday, February 6th. 

Tea having been partaken of at the Katrina Café, members adjourned 
to the Library, where Mr. Arthur Webb, President of the A.A.L. gave 
a most interesting paper on the “ Bloomfield Collection.” 

Mr. Webb told how this collection of books, with some two or three 
thousand prints, came into the possession of the Brighton Public Library 
in 1917, under the will of the late Mr. L. L. Bloomfield, of Withdean, now 
included in “Greater Brighton.” 

The great majority of the books (which number over 13,200 and cost 
Mr. Bloomfield £25,000) are of special interest, either on account of their 
age, beauty or rarity, or because of their being first or special editions. 

ne of Mr. Webb’s first duties as Reference Librarian on his 
return from the Army in 1919 was the pleasant and informative one of 
cataloguing and classifying the collection, so that those present had the 
advantage of listening to an address from one well versed in his subject. 

Prefacing his address with the remark that not one of the many be- 
quests and donations which it has been the good fortune of the Brighton 
Library to receive approaches the pecuniary and bibliographical value of 
the Bloomfield Collection, Mr. Webb proceeded to review each class of 
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literature contained in the collection, and gave many interesting facts 
of its treasures, including manuscripts, early printed books, rare books, 
rare printing, special editions, rare binding, etc. The earliest manuscript 
in the collection is the “ Liber de contemptu mundi,” a poem in Virgilian 
stanzas by J. de Garlandia. It consists of twenty leaves of vellum and 
was executed in the 13th century. 

The collection contains 26 incunabula, the earliest being a work by 
St. Jerome, printed by Ulrich Zell at Cologne, about 1470. The most 
important, however, is the copy of Higden’s “ Polychronicon,” printed 
by —— Caxton at Westminster, in 1482. This book was described 
at length. 

Mr. Webb added to the interest and educational value of his remarks 
by arranging an exhibition of some 100 of the oldest and most valuable 
books in the collection, and members spent a pleasant hour among the 
specimens thus displayed. Placed on exhibition were charming illumin- 
ated manuscripts, incunabula and other early printed books, including 
specimens from the presses of Zell, Ratdolt, Koberger, Froben, Zarotus, 
Vérard, Caxton, Wynkyn de Worde, John Day, Anthony Scoloker, John 
Baskerville, Plantin, Aldus, Elzevir, and Estienne. There were also 
productions from the Vale, Chiswick, Doves, Eragny, Essex House and 
Kelmscott Presses. 

The Bloomfield Collection contains many valuable and interesting 
bindings, and amongst those exhibited were four “ Little Gidding” exam- 
ples, a Grolier, two Roger Payne’s, books bound in silver, velvet and 
carved oak. 

Hearty votes of thanks to Mr. Webb for his paper, to Mr. Roberts 
and the Brighton Committee for the use of the room, brought to a close 


a very successful meeting. Grace L. Dean, Hon. Secretary. 


SHORT NOTICES. 
Reports, Bulletins, Magazines, &c. 


Bethnal Green. Borough Librarian’s Report and Comments 
on a competition held for the purpose of ascertaining the 
quality of Children’s Reading. 

The competition here reported on is the third of a series which has 

for its aim the development in the quality of children’s reading. As a 
result of the first competition the Libraries Committee authorised the 
purchase, advertisement, and special shelving of a hundred or more 
selected books, ranging from the usual children’s “classics” to “ Moby 
Dick” and “ Pillicock Hill.” All of these books were brightly bound 
and were shelved in an “island” bookcase. Bookmarks were then printed 
with an attractive drawing as a heading, and the authors and titles of 
these special books listed thereon. By co-operation with the schools 
the books have become widely known and used. It is not surprising, 
therefore, to read in this report that the latest competition, which was 
organised on novel lines, revealed a very considerable improvement in 
the children’s acquaintance with well-written books. 

Gilstrap Public Library Magazine. No. 1, December, 1928. 

The first issue of this magazine is neatly produced and well printed. 

Judging from the list of additions here recorded, the selection of books, 

though very limited, is sound and varied. If we have any suggestion 

for future issues it is that the annotations should be so placed on the 
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page as to take up less space. On page 12, for instance, the note on 
Russell’s “ Outline of Philosophy” is, for no apparent reason, confined 
to the right half of the page. For this reason the pages look rather 
a We must also draw attention to the admirable section for 
children. 


Hornsey Quarterly Review. January, 1929. 
Wallasey Readers’ Guide. January, 1929. 


Contains a list of latest additions which it would be difficult to excel 
within its own limits. A list of new books prepared by librarians with 
real book knowledge, such as this one, is easy to distinguish and pleasant 
to draw attention to. 


Miers (Sir Henry A.) Museums and education: the uncor- 
rected proof of a paper read before the R.S.A., Jan 23rd. 


West Ham. Catalogue of Music. Price 6d. 


This catalogue, which extends to 51 quarto pages, is a miracle of neat 
and accurate typewriting, especially as it was not done by trained typists, 
as the Chief Librarian points out in his preface, “ but by librarians who 
occasionally do a job of typing.” We doubt if a professional typist could 
have made a better job of this one, however. 

The music collection is necessarily somewhat exiguous, but there is 
very little in stock below a quite high standard of excellence. 


Burnley. Catalogue of Music. Price 6d. 


Many librarians who are interested in music have eagerly awaited 
the printed catalogue of one of the finest collections of music in English 
Public Libraries. The purchase of much of this basic stock was made 
possible by the wise benevolence of the late Edward Stocks Massey, but 
unlike many library authorities the Committee at Burnley have agreed 
with their librarian that the initial stock of such a collection, however 
fine, must be constantly added to. Some time ago, in these pages we 
had occasion to draw attention to the deplorable lack of modern books 
on Fine Art which spoilt the Preston collection, but in the catalogue 
under review now we are pleased to find a very representative selection 
of modern music and music literature. Although we personally prefer the 
classified form of printed catalogue, yet this one is so well arranged with 
full author, composer and form entries in one alphabetical sequence that 
we must admit there is little to choose between the two forms. The 
most serious omission in the whole collection is Beethoven’s quartets of 
the last period. Those bearing opus numbers 127, 130, 131, 132 and 135 
are generally acknowledged to be the profoundest and greatest works 
of the Shakespeare of music, and not to have them in a collection of this 
size is as serious an omission as could well be made. It is like publishing 
a list of dramatic works which contained no mention of Hamlet, King 
Lear, Troilus and Cressida, and Macbeth. Apart from this great grumble 
we have nothing but envy and praise for the collection and the catalogue, 
the usefulness of which is considerably enhanced by the printing of the 
contents of albums and by the inclusion of opus numbers. The Kéchel 
numbers of Mozart’s works have been omitted, unfortunately, but the 
key is given for most of his compositions. It may be of some use to 
note the following important lacunae: Brahm’s four symphonies, 
Stravinsky’s music (this composer appears to have been completely 
overlooked), Holmes’ “Life of Mozart” (Everyman), P. A. Scholes’ 
useful and popular little books on the gramophone, E. J. Dent on 
Mozart’s operas, and Albeniz’s pianoforte music. 
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The catalogue is surprisingly free from errors, considering the diffi- 
cult nature of the task. One only has been noticed, is not the Beethoven 
quartet marked opus 72 a misprint for opus 74—the two 72’s we believe 
are the Leonora overtures. 


Leeds Public Library. “What to Read” booklets. 


The second series of these admirable introductions are likely to make 
as much history as did the past. Professor J. Arthur Thomson writes 
on zoology, Ernest Newman on the evolution of music, W. J. Dakin on 
biology, and Sir A. Grant Robertson on modern history. The selection 
of books is not to be criticised by laymen, and as far as the average 
librarian’s knowledge can go, seems to be above criticism. We are sur- 
prised to find that Mr. Newman has not recommended his own “ Uncon- 
scious Beethoven” to counteract the worshipping enthusiasm of Mr. 
W. J. Turner’s book, however. As before, the pamphlets are beautifully 
produced and attractively covered in tinted paper. How long will it be 
before Manchester, London, and Liverpool translate envy into emulation? 


Dorset County Council. Classified Catalogue of Useful Arts, 
Fine Arts, Generalia, Philosophy and Religion. 


The printing, compilation and general preparation of these two class 
lists are on the same high level as the one noticed here in January. 
The selection of books conforms to a very high standard, and although 
range of titles is more limited in some classes than the librarian himself 
would perhaps wish, yet the collection is so entirely free from “dud” 
books that the Dorset men and women are to be undoubtedly congratu- 
lated on their library authority and their librarian. It is pleasant to think 
of these volumes percolating their way to Tarrant Hinton and all the 
other Tarrants of that delectable county, to unspoilt Lyme and ancient 
Charmouth, even perhaps to the dizzy top of Golden Cap itself—if natives 
of Dorset ever go on a bookish stroll to such places. But perhaps they 
come to the annual equivalent of Wembley instead. 

The philosophical section is superior to that in many urban libraries 
of the same size, including as it does the best works of Bertrand Russell, 
Adler, F. H. Bradley, G. E. Moore, Von Hugel, Canon Streeter, Bergson 
and Bosanquet. We miss Professor Whitehead’s great books on meta- 
physics however, and think the ancient philosophers have been unjustly 
sat upon. Having a fondness for Plato (amounting to a passion where 
the “Symposium” is concerned) we think the sturdy men of Dorset 
ought to have more of the old gentleman’s works at their disposal than 
the Republic. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


CHELTENHAM.—Consequent on the appointment of Mr. H. G. Fletcher 
(5 L.A. Certificates) to the Librarianship of Stalybridge, the position of 
Deputy Librarian at Cheltenham has been filled by the promotion of 
Miss H. Cicely Wise (5 L.A. Certificates), formerly of Brighton and 
Croydon Public Libraries. Miss Wise has been Cataloguing Assistant 
at Cheltenham for nearly two years, and her position has been taken by 
the promotion of Miss E. J. Parry, who before beginning Library work 
in Cheltenham took the Inter B.A. Examination of Durham University, 
— since obtained two L.A. Certificates, including Literary History 
with merit, eee 
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Henvon.—Mr. James E. Walker, the Borough Librarian of Hendon, 
has been appointed the first Librarian at Hendon at a salary of 
£500 per annum, rising by annual increments of £50 to £750 per annum, 
Mr. Walker is a fully certificated Librarian. His competitors on the 
short list were Miss Cooke (Kent County), and Messrs. Pepper (Win 
chester), Hinton (Newcastle-on-Tyne), Cross (Kingston-on-Thames), and 
Marshall (Smethwick). 


HornsEy.—Mr. J. G. Faraday, formerly % 3! Librarian, has been 
appointed Chief Librarian in succession to Mr. T. Johnston, who has re- 
cently retired. 


NEW MEMBERS: 
Associates —Miss G. E. James, Miss O. J. Woods, Miss E. G. Lus- 
combe, Miss M. M. Cooper (Tottenham). 
Members.—C. H. Rock (Tottenham), C. C. Bradford (Battersea). 


South-East Division: Associate—Clarence Percy Willard (East 
Sussex County). 
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